of information but there is more of a liaison function. For example,
if we are looking for a fugitive and the FBI learns that he has gone
to Australia, the FBI will not send agents to look for that fugitive.

They will notify Australia through the legal attaches and they will
conduct the investigation there for the government.

So, DEA is more operational. We will maintain the integrity of
the two systems, keep them separate, unless with this new pro-
gram, say, in a country such as Italy, in Rome, the FBI comes
across information from Italian sources they would make it availa-
ble to the DEA counterpart there. They know that each other is
there and that they can work together if necessary.

Mr. MILLER, Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

GAO REQUEST/DBA RESPONSE

Mr. SMITH. Has the GAO asked you for some information?

Mr. MULLEN. GAO has asked for a lot of information; yes, sir.

Mr. SMITH. Have you had any problem working it out?

Mr. MULLEN. We have of late. I have implemented new guide-
lines for what I hoped would facilitate the exchange of information
with GAO.

Mr. SMITH. What is the problem? What is your difference of opin-
ion as to what they should have access to?

Mr. MULLEN. I don't know what all of the differences are right
now. I can make a copy of the guidelines available to the commit-
tee for the record.

Mr. SMITH. Do you think it has been worked out where it is ac-
ceptable to both GAO and DEA?

Mr. MULLEN. Not yet. I think one of the critical areas is the
access to pending files and to informant files where we believe that
in law enforcement we must maintain the integrity of those files. It
is very difficult to develop informants and we just do not like them
accessed.

Mr. SMITH. Well, they would not want the names of informants.
They might want to know that you are actually using the money
for an informant's program but they would not want the names of
the informants or that kind of information that would reveal
sources or anything like that.

Mr. MULLEN. Well, with regard to the pending files we have the
same difficulty. I am sure we can give them that type of informa-
tion to make sure we are using the money properly.

What I have tried to do is have a single focal point here in Wash-
ington that GAO can contact. We want to look into this area. We
will be arranging visits to these offices rather than have visits to
the office not known to DEA Headquarters and things such as that.

These are not insurmountable difficulties and I want to assure
the chairman if there is any question as to what we are doing in
DEA. I will be available any time to come up and give a personal
and very frank briefing but I will work out with GAO acceptable
procedures.

FORFEITURES

Mr. SMITH. Now, what about forfeitures? Do you have figures in-
dicating how much has been forfeited in the past year?
Mr. MULLEN. I do.gerations in DEA in 1981 was $1.6 million.
